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GERMAN COMMUNICATI 
 DISORGANISED — 


COMMANDOS Britain a new striking forces — returned 
yesterday, without loss, from a successful raid on Lofoten 
Islands, off the coast of Norway, which were attacked by the 


Allies in March last. 


The growing stre 
their ability to attack 


were captured. 


Units of the British Navy refuelled in the harbours of the 
island. and shot down a German reconnoitring aircraft. (Press 


Association. ) 


ADMIRALTY COMMUNIQUE 


A British Admiralty communiqué 
last, night stated : 
„Our light forces, under the com- 
mand of Rear-Admiral L. H. ' 
Hamilton, D.8.0., returned to-day from 
ccmbined operations, lasting several 
days, on the Lofoten Islands, off the 
north coast of Norway. : 

»Our ships, which included Nor- 
wegian and Polish units, made use of 
one of the harbours as a fuelling base 
during the operations. The force was 
constantly reconnoitred by enemy air- 
craft. e suffered no casualties or 
damage, and our forces shot down one 
— aircrait. ; 
They also sank a German patrol 
vessel, and completely disorganised the 
enemy's sea communications in this 
important area. ’ 

Meanwhile one of our commandos 
and Norwegian troops, under the 
command of Tieut.-Col. S. 8. Harrison. 
M.C., R.A., landed at four different 
places and captured some German 
prisoners, who gave themselves up 
without fighting, and several 
Quislings. 

A number of Norwegians, with 
their famulies, availed themselves of 
this opportunity to come to this 
country.” 

The Lofoten Islands were first raided 
by Allied forces on March 4th, 1941, 
when eleven German ships were sunk, 
fish oil plants, and several vital 
objectives destroyed, and 215 German 
— and 10 other prisoners were 
rought back. i 

The commandos have carried out 
other raids on the island-dotted coast 
Norway, and in Libya and Syria. 


HOW THE BLOW WAS 
STRUCK 


— ies ‘ieee 
Gordon Holman, Exchange Tele- 


graph Special Correspondent with the 
Commandos in the Lofoten slands, 
writes: 

We left a northern port a few days 
before Christmas, escorted by a strong 
naval force. Fac d with a journey of 
nearly 1,000 miles northw into the 
Arctic Circle, every man had speci 
equipment, worth more than „ It 
included heavy snow boots, white and 
drill windproof hoods, smocks and 
trousers, white duffle coats, string 
vests, plenty of woollens and snow 
giasses. 

Dur journey was started in a full 


gale, and we soon ran into our first 


now, Which rapidly formed an ice 
coating on the decks. The weather 
improved until it became progressively 
colder, and Christmas Day, with day- 
light coming at about 10 o’clock, was 
fine and clear. Our escorts, flung out 
in a wide screen, dotted the horizon. 

Both British and Norwegian soldiers 
are accommodated in the ship on 
specially prepared troop decks, around 
the sides are specially constructed 
racks to take their kit, which is con- 
tained in light steel-framed haver- 
sacks. The decks are warm and well 
lighted. 

It was a Chr:stmas without celebra- 
tion. On the morrow important work 


had to Be done in high spirits. 


MARSHAL PETAIN’ 
HOPE - 
EASIER ARMISTICE TERMS 


Marshal Pétain, in a New Year 
2 to the French nation, said 
he ho for a relaxation of the .rmis- 
tice terms, “ao that France's dignity 
can be restored.’’ 

He complained that many officials 
were not RR the State the efforts 
due to it. e national revolution, 
which must be the work -of the nation 


h oí the Commandos is ang nag 
Vaagso Islands on Saturday last, 
to follow it with the raid, lasting several days, upon — 


In the course of the attack a German 
sunk, sea communications are said to have 
disorganised, and in four separate landings German prisoners 


| 


what London bad to go through a 


strange and frivolous as 1¢ may sound, 


pá vessel was 
n '' completely 


b 5 1 as Se — 2 
early on Box iag Day mo In 
darkness the flat-bottomed” landing 
craft were swug out. and. the com- 
mandos and Norwegians, armed with 
Bren guns Tommy guns, rifles. and 
went quickly to their 
places, They formed a 


another headed to 
A white Verey light was to announce 
the success of the attack. In little 
more than.. quarter of an hour it was 
fired. The commandos had struck 
and struck quickly. Some of the boats 
were soon k after <r torce had 
landed and taken over the post office 
and quays without opposition. 
Moving further south, we prepared 
to carry out another attack upon 
Sorvargen. Three boats went inshore 
for this attack. From one of them 1 
watched the assault ' scramble 
off their craft and break up into wide 
formation. Ore sectios then made 
towards the village, and the other 
went quickly up ihe steep path towards 
the lighthouse. A few of the in- 
habitants were about, and they could 
be seen running to tell of our arrival, 
Our boat nosed its way into the little. 


radio t and telephone cable 
— — Gin “ 


when our return to the ship 
was marked by an alarm of Aircraít.'' 
A single machine, lying a long way off, 
regs á éa recognition signals. He 
a salvo from the destroyers, and im- 
mediately headed for home. 


The British force spent the sight in 
the fiord at Reine. Next morning a 
German float plane made a — 
flight along the fiord and drop 
ans one es We 7 1 B a 

ritish warship. e plane, ying 
low down in the rock-bound fiord, got 
away to sea, but was later seen to 
crash. 

On the third day we set sail again, 
about one hundred men and women of 
Lofoten accepting our offer to return 
with us to England. 

In a signal made to all ships, Rear- 
Admiral L. H. K. Hamilton, b. f. O. 
commanding our forces, said: — It is 
evident that we achieved our object 
in bringing shipping to a standstill.” 
The Admiral congratulated all ships’ 
companies and soldiers on the good 
work carried out in somewhat un 
familiar climatic conditions.” 


SAFELY HOME 


IN A NORTHERN PORT, Thurs- 
day—On this first day of the New 
Year the whole of our force arrived 
safely home. There have been sub- 
marine and mine alarms, but we have 
suffered no casualties. Last ni 
(New Year) was seen in with everyone | 


RAIDS ON BERLIN 
GERMAN FLYER’S 
DESCRIPTION 


A descriptin ot Berlin during a 
raid by the Royal Air Force was given 
over German Radio by “Captain 
Wolfmittler, a Luftwatfe spokesman. 

We have sometimes gone through 


year ago, he said. Sometimes, 


I have wished that we ia Berlin could 
show the other side we can take it, 
too. Look at the Londoner. The 
Cockney, said Jhurchill in his recent 
broadcast fron; Ottawa, hag shown 
that he can take it 

They certainly have taken it, said 
the Captain; “but so have we. But 
where will this lead? One nation 


—every individual must contribute 
had not yet passed from planning to 
reali’ y. 

“The Constitution will soon be 
ready, but it can only be promulgated 
irom Paris; and will only be promul- 
gated after the liberation of the occu- 
pied territory. 

Marshal Pétain began by saying :— 
“Frenchmen, the war to-day extends 
over the greater part of the world; the 
earth is in flames. France remains out- 
side the conflict, but she cannot tock 
on without anguish at the 
has eng fed six great nations. } 

either morally nor materially ‘could ere 
she hold herself aloof from — war—but this Sime 1 N 

' gotten so easil 


As a European Power, France knows | 8°" so easty . ' 

her duties towards Europe as a mari- Behind jt will stand the people 
time and colonial Power. She possesses | Who have looked total war in the face. 
& free empire, now exposed to many | Those who know how near death can 
dangers. . erm 9 be sis “á ag it a, 32 

This particular situation of F neee oe Fá: i 

cannot escape Germany's „„ smoke of e, not forget this call, 
for which all of us must be 


will suggest to her that we hope for i 
e en of gh tute I Peace on earth and goodwill tow 
modification he statute imposed on en. May this wish for the New 


us after her victorv. i 
rapprochement between the aoe Year be granted to all of us. — 
ciated Press.) | : 


nations that ‘is hoped for by their 


Governments and peoples will result. 
Our dignity will be restored, our 
shall reco aa 7 
ity is in | VIc HY, Thoisday The French 
Ministry of Justice announced the re- 
signation of Justice Lagarde, Chair- 
man of the Riom Court, owing to ill- 


As after the last world war, the cry 
“Never again’ will be after this 


country, but our spiritual unity is in 
danger. To the terrible ‘evils that 
Ty BEIR, the war must now be 
ded misunderstanding and shock 
tween the two 5 5 health, and the appointment oí 
France had no right to let herself be | Prosecutor-General Caous ag his 
en apart at a moment when her | successor. -— ., . | 
tener was threatened. ‘The | The resignation might delay the 
incbileation of the eountry must not | war guilt trial, uled to begin 
be delayed. It cam no longer admit | on January 15.—(Assdciated Press.) . 
deserters. It is my duty to call} i ; 
deserters’ all those who in the Press Valerio Valeri, 
aud on the radio, abrdad as in France, ressed on 
“vote themselves to the abject task of 
dis union. 


| We are 
all well.“ 


9 7 i ‘War 
charge of military strategy, 
allocation of supplies, — — i 
British, American and Dutc 

different fronts. Probably a joint 
Anglo-American declaration announcing 


very closely for the fight against the 
Axis and its supporters will be made, 
From the military point of view, says 
a Reuter telegram from Washington, 
stra in the Pacific seems to have 
been given first place as an immediate 
blem. Discussions cn this subject 
e been complemented by the Chung. 
ing conversations on the protection of 
the Burma Road by air reinforcements. 
Reviewing the other theatres of war, 
the conferees will have considered the 
possibility of Herr Hitler’s attempting 
to open up new fronts in the. Near 
The fact that General Rommel's 
ting power has not yet been dis- 
sipated also has a bearing on any 
ashington decision. The need to 
maintain the present Russian superi- 
ority over the German Armies is con- 
sidered vital. 
a possible mortal blow has been in- 
flicted on the German war machine. 
One of Lord Beaverbrook’s main pre- 
eccupations has been the making of an 
inventory of actual American supplies 


av 
ki 


front they are most necessary, and of 
finding a solution for the trans-. 
port of these supplies with the 
present restricted shi space. 
At the same time, he is able to antici- 
pate a considerable easing in the ship- 
— * as the American 3 
uliding programme gets mo 
into its stride, 4 
créasing American prodaction has also 
been taken up hy Lord Beaverbrook 
and President r steps towards 
doubling American war production have 
already been taken. 

President Roosevelt called the British 
and American strate 

p.m. E. S. T. 

B. S. T.) — (Reuter.) 


MESSAGE TO 
MIDDLE EAST 


Mr. Churchill has sent the following 
New Year's message to.‘‘ Parade,” the 
Army newspaper in Cairo: i 
“From all over the Empire, 

said, the armies ' 
conte 

rd of vie 
mg 


fess 


1 still w 


h of victory, which was forward 
path of liberation. All defeats 
and set-hacks have been repaired and 
repaid with interest. . 
„Egypt, the Sudan and East Africa 
were, first of all, successfully do- 
fended against heavy odds. Abyssinis 
has been freed, and her Emperor 
restored to his throne and country 
from which he had been wrongfally 
expelled. British Somaliland has been 
regained, and Italian Somaliland and 
Eritrea conquered. Palestine has 
been defended, Syria freed of German 
intrigue, Iraq and Persia brought into 
effective military alliance. 


CYRENAICA GAINS 


“Latest of all is the famous vic- 
manifesting itself more plainly 
every day in Cyrenaica. More than 
a quarter of a million prisoners have 
been taken. This proud record of 
achievement has won .the lasting 


assu of love and 

honour of those who sent you forth, 

and long for the day of your vic- 
torious return. 

“To the 1 Fleet. we 


supplies, and t 
supplies to our 
to their i 


have overcome all d tie 
have watched with admi 
victorious assaults upon enemy. 
proud of them and wish. them 


MIDNIGHT TOAST 


Mr. Churchill celebrated New. Year's 
in the idential en Toute 


coloured crew of tra 
their glasses and responded with 
voice, 
Mr. Churchill,’ 
As midnight s 
taneous! 


you all—may, we 


and -with honour.’’ 


ready for immediate use on whatever | 
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: red will be reached. 
Two of the chief pointe round which | | 
political interest centres are the 
Council m ia 
and the 


4 1 


pool, for 


a common policy linking both countries 


It is felt that in Russia | 
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from Singapore, to 
uantan, and 
tier. 


uantan area, which 


objectives. 
The communiqué also 

now in touch with the Du 
The Japanese are ferryi 

River dy — 


Japanese planes still have 


WITHDRAW FROM 
SARAWAK 


— te is 
APANESE troops claim to have reached a point 156 miles 


have captured the 
to have crossed the Perak-Selangor State fron- 


important town 


A Singapore communiqué states that fighting continues in 
the Japanese reac 
track leadin from the North, while on the other side of 
the . a, Port Swettenham, chief port for Kuala Lumpur. 
has raided 


ng the single 


1 


by the Japanese, with some damage to military 


. 
r ithdrawn rawak, and are 
— . in West Borneo. 
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from the bottom of our * 
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munigué says :— 

Army aircraft have been active i 
Malaya and the Philippines, 
December 28 they sank two steamers of 
3,000 tons each in Malacca Straits, 


destroyer, also off Klang. 
nights of December 29 and 30 they 


31 they repeatedly bombed an American 
transport column, consisting of about a 
hundred trucks, on the Baptang Penin- 
sula.’’— (Reuter. ) tnd 


JAPANESE LOSSES 


SINGAPORE, Thursday, —'“ Since 
the outbreak of the war with Japan 
enemy aircraft. have been destroyed 
in the Far East Co ge 3 


mmand area, it is 
officially stated. Eight others were 


probably destroyed and 16 damaged. 
include aircraft shot down by 


our fighters and anti-aircraft guns, or 
destroyed on the ground, but not air- 


craft shot down by ground troops."’— |. 


Oe the 95 f h 
“The Japanese are ferrying whip 
tanks across the Perak river on — 
These tanks are armed with one gun 
and one machine-gun. They came 
round the corner with a large rising 
sun flag in front, said one officer, de- 
scribing ‘the sudd appearance of 
some a the tanks. One man, com- 
pletely unprotected at the back, was 
— * either side of the road with 
a tommy- gun.“ Japanese are 
also using artillery on a, bigger scale 
now, and using armodr-piercing bullets 
against British tanks.—(Reuter). 


FIGHT FOR: MANILA 


—A U.8. 

' states; 

fighting 

where 

sand Philippine forces have 

consolidated and are continuing 

to resist the Japanese advance. Strong 

ions are now occupied by the de- 

ending ts whoare inflicting heavy 

losses on the invaders, A major battle 
ig now im progress. . 

18 Bawail e Commanding General 

of the Hawaiian department 
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GENERAL KILLED 


NEW YORK, Thursday.—Japanese 
radio announced the deaths of Major- 
General Yam at Midway Island. 

i at Lamon Bay, Luzon, 

the War Department. 

promoted posthumously. | 

lorious deaths, the 

announcement ed. (Reuter. ) i 


CHANGSHA FALLS 


NEW YORK, Th 
radio quoted a Shanghai % dis- 
tributed by German sources, ‘Whi 
were — t . go gu 
occu a aíter a seven-day 
EA, go Si (Associated "Bhan. ) 


FORCES REGROUPED 
WASHINGTON, Friday.—The U.S. 


_ 
á 
i. Bha 


War Department communiqué annoances 


that, in spite of heavy enemy attack, 
two American-Filipino defending forces 
have been successfully regrouped into 
a single unified force, communiqué 
fails to mention Manila or throw any 
light on its fate. —( Reuter.) 


“HARDSHIPS AHEAD, 
BUT TRIUMPH SURE” 


GENERAL WAVELL'S NEW 
YEAR MESSAGE 


General Sir. Archibald Wavell, Com- 
mander-in-Chief, India and Burma, in 
a broadcast New Year message from 
New Delhi, said: 

“ Look forward to 1942 with courage 
and confidence. In 1041 we have 
weathered a fierée tempest. We are 
stronger materially- and morally. We 
stood almost alone, and now we have 
great allies—the United States, Russia 
and China. 

In the year ahead we shall need 
our courage, for there are hardships to 
endure, but we have ev 
confidence in the ultimate result and 
in the triumph of our cause.” | 

After France’s collapse and the over- 
running of the Balkans the German 
& fst 3 in ii 
victóry, and promi his e a 
successful end to all their er in 
1941. Now, at the end of the year, 
Herr Hitler’s invincible armies are 
reeling back in Russia, disillusioned 
and frozen, and have been defeated and 


almost destroyed in Libya 


“He has gained Mie corn and 
nó oil; rather has he had to 
dig deep into his reserves. He is 
short of many essential materials 
of war. His own. people have to 
face another winter even „ 

1 e 


is still formidable, 
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To-day’s Cairo communiqué says :— 

“ Activity in the Jedabya area was 
Ac Sade a 
than viously, but our forces - 
tinned tá harass the main enemy forces 
in that area. “ 


Mh cg lly effective su was. i 
aff. on Air Forces, who carried 


out heavy attacks on many motor- 
vehicle concentrations near Jedabya, 
and against the eriemy’s supply columns 
on the road to the west. 

““Vesterday South African troops, 
supported by British tank and artillery 
units, penetrated. enemy positions in 
the southern sector of the Bardia 
defences, capturing several posts, and 
taking about 600 prisoners, including 
a number of Germans. 

“Our casualties are believed to have 
been light. 

Thursday s . Air Force Middle 
East, communique said :'— 

““Yesterday. our fighter and bomber 
oircraft continued their operations 
against motorised and armoured units 
ol the enemy forces in the Jedabya 
region. Bomber aircraft again success- 
fully attacked enemy motor transport 
on the coastal road between Zuara and 
Homs. Qn December 20th considerable 
damage was done to convoys of lorries 
and petrol tankers, and many casualties 
were caused by machine-gun attacks. 

„During Tuesday night, December 
30-31, the aerodrome, barracks and 
transport sheds at Misurata were 
effectively raided, 

“Military objectives in Greece and 
Crete were also raided by our bomber 
gircraft during Tuesday night. Direct 
kits were scored on the munition fac- 
tories and submarine base at Salamis, 
while. at Pireus green explosions, 
followed by an orange-coloured fire, 


resulted from an attack on the chemical 


works and oil installations. 
“The aerodrome at Heraklion 


E 


and 
ob 
* 


— oi 109 was shot 
na val gun - fire. 

From these and other operations 
two of our ; aircraft are missing. 


( 


fifty-one 

still they are striving frantically to 
dig through the masses of débrie that 
formed an impregnable wall to reach 
the trapped men. 

Even as they continued to dig the 
Rector of Hanley had set off in the 
black-out to tell the relatives that 

is no hope for their husbands, 
brothers. fathers, sons. 80 far as is 
known there is only one survivor. 

The men were teapped by a mystery 
“silent explosion in one of Britain s 
Tons of stone, 
rubble and iron girders, brought down 
when the explosion rocked the working 
from end t end shortly after the cay 
shift had taken over at 6.30 a.m., 
barred the way to the pi 
yards away. where tb 
trapped. fa: the known death-roll 
Five men were dead when 
the surface, and two others 
eywood War Memorial Hos- 
Between fifty and sixty men 
Banbury level, 


died in 
pital. 
were working on the 
scene of the ex , 
been New Year's Day between 100 and 
120 meu would have been on the shift. 

It was learned later that, in addition. 
to the seven known deaths, fifty-one 
men and boys are still missing, and it 
was officially stated that there was no 
hope for them. 


GETTING OVER THE HILL 
” LORD BEAVERBROOK’S 


APPEAL . : 


An appeal for still greater effort 
during the new year was the keynote 


hy Lord Beaverbrook, British Minister 
al Supply, and posted in all Ministry 
of Supply factories, 

The message reads: — For all the 
labour and devotion of 1941 I send you 
grateful: thanks. Through your exer- 
tions the factories of Britain have been 
the scene of mighty effort and fine 
achievement, but the emergency of the 
war calls for immense additional en- 
deavour in the new year. Each of 
you has a task to perform, a part to 
play, a record to surpass. 


FIRE OUTBREAK AT 
BAKERY PREMISES DAMAGED 


Several sections of the Fire Brigade, 
i bers of the Auxiliary 
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says :—'' On Jan 1 our troops 
3 to W e in a number of 
f the from, and 


Planes. [Reuter “. - 


2 landing by night, tok the 


Zasiavsky. '' 
back, stretched out its feet, awaits 
the enemy's mercy, 
not touched by 
(Associated Press. 


Hitler is reported to have 
Moscow front to take 
mand following the Russian victory 
Kaluga. 
explanation for his non-a 
Berlin yesterday, when” 
read his New Year 
him. The Fuehrer was at his head- 
quarters in the nei 
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diately left for the front. His new: 
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MOSUOW, Thursday. 
The Soviet midnight communiqué 


liberated 


ere shot. down. 


HOW FEODOSIA FELL 
MOSCOW, Thorsday.—Soviet 


by su rise in their attack 


er f 

machine- 
conte soo 
perf i 


: 
Lá 


A big city, on its 


but the enemy is 
peacefulness.”” — 


HITLER TAKES OVER 


STOCKHOLM, Thursday: — Herr 
n te the 
nal com- 
at 
This is believed to be the 

rance in 
„ Goebbels 


i for 

neighbourhood oí Kiev 
hen hé heard that Guderian’s troops 
Herr Hitler imme- 


1942 wil 


circles 


he | arin 1941 which 
enemy . a ! i ; 
have the last wort. 
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the 
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SOVIET. CLAIMS 

A Soviet communiqué issued last 
neg Te ee 

gá of our air units operating on 
the Western front Me December 31 
destroyed four German tanks, 154 
lorries. with war supplies, 34 wagons 
with ammunition, : several railway 
tank trucks, set fire to three railway 
trains and dispersed two battalions of 


W r : 


localities, annihilating 800 officers and 
capturing 12 guns, 20 heavy machine- 

ns, 5 trench mortars,.2 tanks, 12 

ies, and a great quantity of other 
war material. : 

Another unit in the Kalinin sector 
broke stiff German resistance, and in 
one day’s -fighting ied 2 in- 
habited localities and captured 76 guns, 
8 trench mortars, 27.machine-guns, 150. 
automatics, 117 lorries, 2,506 rifles, 10 

tors, and a great quantity 
tion. | ed fiv 


The Urban 
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An Taciseach (Mr. de Valera) 
was among the audience at the 
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Captain J. W. Seigne, at Balls- 
ptai * . 


may not be 


obtainable 
later on! 


is great - ten-day event 
wovides our customers with 
a ai id opportunity to 
replace worn-out necessities 
and-comfortg for the home. 
Don't wait another day 
come in and choose now 
while there are still completo 


ranges from which to make 
your selection... 


ALA Wool. FOXFORD ’ 
BLANKETS. 


The warmest. and cosiest Blankets 
wish for are these famous 
* so well known for eet 


81”, per 42/+; 
pair, 36/1 34 x 74”, 
per pair 
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LINEN FINISH SHEETS. 


fieent wearing quality | 
22 pees make au excellent 
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Au? Fail, per pal 18/11. 

HEAVY FOLKWEAVE 

~“BEDSPREADS. ’ 

Lovely Folkweave Bedspreads that 
harm colour to 

a ag rn oo = 


teen or Blas. Size x 100 
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